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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

The documents mentioned in the present International Preliminary Report are 
numbered as in the International Search Report. Dl corresponds to the first document of 
the Search Report, D2 to the second document etc. 



Art. 33(3) PCT 



D2 discloses mixtures of at least fw 0 non-digestible soluble carbohydrate components 
having a different structure and differing in the average length by at least 5 
monosaccharides. The problem to be solved is the provision of a carbohydrate mixture for 

. ^TH ? 0ra - The Pr ° b,em iS S °' Ved by prov,din 9 a Preparation as 
descnbed in claim 1 which, in addition, comprises Bifidobacterium breve. The cited prior 
art does not contain any hint that would prompt the skilled person to provide such a 

IZ^Ti m S 1 ' 17 ^ theref ° re fnV6ntive ' ^ cited P rior art does not contain 
any hint that would prompt the skilled person to use a mixture as described in claim 18 for 

the manufacture of a composition for decreasing the relative amounts of the indicated 
baclena. Said claim is therefore also inventive. 



Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 
Art. 6 PCT 



60 J?ln*T 9 It w 4 (M * B - Whereln thS components comprises 95 to 

60 wt% and the carbohydrate B comprises 5 to 40 wt% with A + B = 1 00% ») cannot be 
understood from the technical point of *ew. Said Calm is therefore not clear, contrary to 
t^HL " T u deS ° rfpt,0n of the P rese nt application said claim has been 
^ a t S where,n the carbohydrate component A comprises 95 to 60 wt% and the 
carbohydrate B comprises 5 to 40 wt% with A + B = 100%." 
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Amended claims 

1. A preparation comprising Bifidobacterium breve and a mixture of at least two 
non-digestible soluble carbohydrate components A and B, wherein 

- said carbohydrate component A has a different structure from said carbohydrate 
component B; 

- said carbohydrate component A is present in an amount of 5 to 95 % by weight 
of the sum of carbohydrate components A and B; """ * * ' 

- at least 50% of the total non-digestible wlubie .carjtK*yj|rates is selected from 
disaccbarides to eicosasaccharides; and ... 

- carbohydrate components A and B differ in W Caverage).- number of 
monosaccharide units, carbohydrate component A having an average chain length 
which is at least 5 monosaccharide units lower, than the average chain length of 
component B. 

2. A preparation according to claim 1, wherein said carbohydrate components A 
and B differ in the structure of the monosaccharide units of the carbohydrate, 

3. A preparation according to claim I or 2, wherein said carbohydrate component A 
is selected from indigestible monosaccharides up to hexasaccharides of the same carbo- 
hydrate structure, and said carbohydrate component B is selected from ih'digestible 
hepta^ccharides and higher polys^^ 

• * 

4. A preparation according to any one of claims 1-3, wherein the carbohydrate 
component* comprises 95 to 60 wt% and the carbohydrafe B comprises!; to'to W ' 
withA + B = IOOwt%. * 

"* ' if, ; 

-A 

5. A preparation according to any one of claims 1-4, wherein at least 60 wt% 
preferably 80 to 100 wt% of said carbohydrate component A belong to the group of 
galacto-oligosaccharides, preferably to the group of tr^galac^ligo'saccharides 




2 

6. 



A preparation according to any one of claims N5, wherein at least 60 wt%, 
preferably 80 to 100 wt% of said carbohydrate component B belong to the group of 
frucro-polysaccharides, including inulin. 

5 7. A preparation according to any one of claims 1-6, comprising 10* to 10" cfii of 
Bifidobacterium breve per g of total non-digestible soluble cubohydrate. 

8. A preparation according to any one of claims 1-7 for use as a supplement, 
wherein the probiotic Bifidobacterium breve is present in the supplement in an amount 
JO of 1*10 ,o 1 .5x10" cfu/g, calculated on the basis of the supplement. 
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A preparation according to any one of claims 1-7 f 0r u9e as m inftnt ^Gon. 
where™ the Bifidobacterium breve is present in the supplement in an amount of 1x10* 
to 1x10 cfo/gofthe infant supplement 

10. An infant nutrition supplement comprising a pieparatlon according to any one of 
claims 1-8, and further comprising digestible carbohydrate, a lipid source, or a protein 
source, or a mixture thereof. 



20 II. 



11. An infant nutrition comprising a preparation according to any one of claims 1-7 
and 9, and ftuther comprising digestible carbohydrate, a lipid source, and a protein 
source. k 

12. Use ofa preparation according to any one of claims 1-9 for the manufacture of a 

* composition for the normalisation of the Bifidobacterium species composition in the 

gastm-mtestinal tract of non- or partially breast-fed infants to the composition in 
breast-fed infants. 

13. Use ofa preparation according to any one of claims 1-9 for the manufacture of a 
30 composition for the prevention or treatment of one or more immune disorder 



AMENDED SHEET 



3 



14. Use according to claim ft. wherein said immune disorders are selected from 
allergy, atopy, allergic rhinitis, food hypersensitivity, atopic dermatitis, eczema and 
asthma* 
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15. Use according to claim 13 or 14. wherein said immune disorders are selected 
from diarrhoea and viral diarrhoea. 

16. Use of a preparation according to any one of claims 1-9 for the manufacture of a 
composition for preventing and/or treating energy malabsorption. 

17. Use ofa preparation according to any one of claims 1-9 for the manufecture of a 
composition for inhibiting the infiltration of eosinophils, neutrophils and mononuclear 
cells in allergic lesions, inhibiting the Th2 type immune response and/or stimulating the 
Thl mediated immune response. 

1 8. Use of a mixture of at least two non-digestible soluble carbohydrate components 
A and B, wherein 

^swa^aTbWdfatTcoinponent A is present in an amount of from 5 to 95 % by 

weight of the sum of carbohydrate components A and B; 
-at least 50% of the total oon.digestible soluble carbohydrates is selected from 

disaccharides to eicosasaccharides; and 
-said carbohydrate components A and B differ (i) in the (average) number of 
monosaccharide units of the carbohydrate, (ii) in the structure of the 
monosaccharide units of the carbohydrate, or (iii) both, 
for the manufacture- of a composition for decreasing the relative amounts of 
Bifidobacterium catenulatum, B. pseudocatenulatum and/or B. adolescent* in the 
gastro-intestinal tract of non- or partially breast-fed infants. 
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